In life, blaming one’s circumstances, or birth right, or parents, or environment, for what we do or for what kinds of problems we have is really useless.

It’s useless because it takes a person into a place where there is almost no help for them, almost no way for them to find the freedom that God created us to have. 

 Another thing that can be just as useless  is trying to blame someone else for another person’s situation.  That’s what the disciples tried to do in the gospel  and what a lot of people still do today.

The disciples asked Jesus: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  How often have we heard people talking about someone and saying things like: “Well, it’s too bad, but if they only knew how to budget better they wouldn’t be in such a mess” or  “it’s sad, but what can they expect, they never look after themselves properly” or   “they never had a chance their parents were just the same”.

Blaming someone else for our own problems or for other people’s problems is common: women’s problems are caused by men; poverty is caused by capitalism.  Welfare Fraud and theft is because people come from bad neighborhoods.   And our own anger and lack of forgiveness is because of the way we were treated by our teachers or parents.

There’s a blindness that’s worse than the blindness of the man in today’s Gospel.  And it’s this kind of blindness that today’s Gospel is referring to.  
In today’s reading we see the disciples looking for causes for the man’s blindness As If this would somehow make a difference to them or to him.

We see the neighbors of the man born blind who can’t recognize him because he isn’t sitting and begging by the side of the road.   And we see the Pharisees who can’t believe that the man had been healed despite what they see and hear, and then they refuse to believe that Jesus healed him because they had decided that Jesus was a sinner.  
The story is full of people who are either half-blind, or who can’t see at all.  

And through it all we see the man born blind Receive Not Only Sight In His Eyes but spiritual sight and then be excommunicated for daring to say that Jesus had healed him.  The disciples had been taught that sin and suffering are linked together; that human pain is the result of human sin.  Jesus doesn’t deny that.  But He makes it clear that suffering is not always the direct result of personal sin.   And even when it is Jesus makes it clear that our response to it should be like his: one of compassion and love.

Two of the biggest things that can hold us back from the healing power of God in our lives is blame and resentment. BUT nothing in our past, our present or our future is more powerful than the love of God.  His love can overcome blame by helping us to forgive, it can heal our hearts when we bring his love to others and His Love can open our eyes to see His truth and salvation even for those of us who were born blind.

