Jesus loved to tell parables when he really wanted to give us something to think about, and so it is not surprising that he told a parable when he was asked, 'Who is my neighbor?" 

This parable is so well known and powerful that it has taken on a life of its own.  Everyone knows that a Good Samaritan is someone who helps people in need.  The Samaritan who stopped and helped the man who had been beaten and robbed was the kind of neighbor Jesus wants us all to be.  Even though the Samaritan didn’t know the man he took pity on him and treated him as he would have wanted to be treated himself.

Jesus usually liked to throw in a little surprise to think about in his parables.  The surprise in this parable is the extra meaning He gave to the word "neighbor." It is the fact that the hero is a Samaritan.  Remember that the story was being told to the Jews who hated the Samaritans.  They saw them as traitors and heretics.  Those who heard Jesus must have been shocked that he would imply that a Samaritan was the one who actually fulfilled the Law.

Some of the Church Fathers put another twist on the story.  They saw Jesus himself in the person we call the Good Samaritan.  

The whole human race was caught in the trap of sin.  Sin had stripped us of our dignity and crippled our ability to live upright lives.  In other words, It had robbed us of the grace of God.  We were all like a person who is half dead.  Jesus lifted us up, not on a mule, but on his own shoulders, and brought us to the Church so that we could be cared for until he returns on the last day.

But after Jesus brought us to the Church He did not leave us and go on His way.  He is with his Church, and each one of us, each and every day till the end of the world.  Through baptism Jesus heals the wounds of our sins, restores the life of grace, and gives us the dignity of the children of God.  In the Sacrament of Reconciliation he renews the life of grace when it is lost.  In Confirmation He strengthens the grace within us; he confirms our identity as children of God and heirs of heaven.  Jesus also comes to us in the Church through the word of Sacred Scripture and the sacrament of his Body and Blood to give us spiritual nourishment.

The word "neighbor" literally means someone who is near.  Jesus proved to be more than a neighbor, more than someone who is near to us.  He has made us part of his mystical body, the Church.  In him we continue in being /- like the second reading tells us, he is the Head of his body, the Church.

As we go through life, sin will always be hounding us, waiting for a chance when it can attack us in our weakness.  But we never have to be alone in our struggle.  It is very important that we learn the lesson from today's Responsorial psalm: "Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live." When we turn to the Lord we will realize that he is not too mysterious and remote for us.  He is as near to us as we are to ourselves.   Jesus is not just the Good Samaritan.  He is the best.

