In Jesus’ time, the answer to the question “Which commandment is the greatest?” was obvious to any Jew.  Even though they had hundreds of laws, it was no surprise when Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart, with your whole soul, and with all your mind.”  What Was A Surprise is when Jesus added, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   They Only Expected One Answer, But Jesus Them Gave them Two.

The first answer is from the book of Deuteronomy and the second is from the book of Leviticus.  So, Jesus wasn’t saying anything new.  What Was New is when he combined The Two Commandments, and made them one.  He was saying that there can be No True Love of God without love of neighbor, and there can be no true love of neighbor without love of God.

For most people it’s usually a lot easier to love God than it is to love people.  After all, we know that God is perfect.  If we ever think that something isn’t right between us, we know that it has to be our fault - not God’s.  But the same thing can’t always be said when it comes to our relationships with people.

Even the people We Love The Most can upset us.  We’re all different and we all have faults.  And, regardless of what they say, I doubt that even the best dating service could ever match two people who would never have any arguments.  And, on a broader scale, who wouldn’t be upset with all the crime, drug abuse, abortions, violence, bigotry and hatred in the world today. 
If Christianity were nothing more than just coming to church to thank God for all of his blessings and pray for his help, it would be easy.  But that’s not the way it is.  Even during Mass we’re called to express our love for our neighbor.

After the homily, the prayers of the faithful have a set formula that’s intended to reach out to our neighbor.  And these prayers are a good example of how we should try to pray and try to live our lives everyday as Catholics.  We usually begin with prayers for the needs of the Church and the salvation of the world.  Then we pray for public authorities, for those who have any special need, and for the local community.  These prayers, which are a part every Mass, are meant to help us to fulfill the command to love our neighbor.  And when we offer each other the sign of peace, it’s actually a prayer that we will all come to know the unity and peace that Jesus won for us in the Eucharist.

It’s easy for us to separate our love for God from love for our neighbor and There Are Times When It Can Be A Real Challenge To Try And Put The Two Together.  But Jesus is telling us that we can’t really have one without the other. 
 The commandment to love God and the commandment to love our neighbor come from two separate books in the Bible, but Jesus says they shouldn’t be separated in our hearts and minds.
