Holy Scripture is filled with examples and models for us to follow.   Mary's role and place in the history of our salvation is one of the most important ones.   

In this feast we are celebrating Mary's assumption into heaven, body and soul, where she shares fully in the glory of Christ her Son at the right hand of the Father.  But we have to remember that all Mary's greatness comes from her relationship with Christ.  We cannot understand her or her role in the Church without keeping this in mind.

Christ is the self-portrait of God.  It was through Mary that he was born among us.  She cared for him during all the hidden years of his youth.  And when, at last, he came out into public view many of the ordinary people believed in him, but the religious leaders refused to believe in him.  Mary suffered greatly at seeing him declared an imposter, and eventually put to death. / But all the time, in spite  the struggles, she continued to believe in him and stood by him even in his darkest hour.

Isn’t it right, then, that, she, his mother, should share in his victory?  Mary was a very humble person.  She did not seek her own glory.  She attributed all her greatness to the love and mercy of God.   But she still did her part.  She did the will of God even though it meant following a path that was difficult and dark.  

 Mary is our Mother too and we are precious to her.  Even though others may not always believe in us, she does believe in us.  Because each one of us is made in her own Son’s image.  

With her help , then, we can and will overcome all the obstacles that try to keep us from  living the way her son marked out for us.  Then we will be able to help others to do the same.  Then, one day, we can hope to share in her glory, which is the glory of her Son, who wants us to be where he and his Mother are now.

  Today's Feast of her Assumption tells us that she is also the model of our own future destiny.   She represents all that God has in mind for each one of us.  One of the greatest themes of the Catholic Church is that of the Mystical Body of Christ.   The whole of creation is to be made new again in Christ, including our own human bodies.   By the power of the Holy Spirit - who conceived Christ in the womb of the Blessed Virgin, and raised His body from the dead – all of us are joined into the risen and glorified Body of Jesus Christ.   

To separate the body from the spirit is, therefore, UN-Christian.   The point of Mary's ‘God-given life to us’ is God’s teaching that our humanity is the same as hers.   Our greatest glory is to be identified with her. 

Mary had many troubles, and so do we.   Mary had questions and pondered them in her heart, and so do we.   Mary's life was filled with pain, and so are ours.   But Mary's destiny was to rise to new life in the Resurrection of her son, and so is ours.   

And so as we read the New Testament and ponder the life and role of Mary, we should not read it to see how different Mary's life is from ours; but how much her life is like ours.   Her life's story can be ours.   Her relationship with her son can be ours.   Her humanity is now  identified with- and renewed in- her Son's, and so is ours, if, we, like Mary, let God do His work within us.  

