Our readings today have the theme of compassion.  Compassion is a sign of the Kingdom of God.  It reveals the character of God.  It also reveals The Challenge To Live Our Lives With Compassion.  

When Jesus saw the funeral procession and the tears of the widow, He was moved with compassion.  What is revealed in this story is What The Compassion Of God really looks like in the flesh.  It also reveals our own vocation as Christians, no matter who we are - or what we have.  

The Greek word, kenosis, in this scripture is also used in The Parable Of The Good Samaritan and The Prodigal Son. 

Kenosis means to enter into the suffering of another.  It’s a lot more than pity or feeling sorry for someone.  It’s A Response, That Leads To An Action That’s Rooted In Love. 

Because He was fully God, Jesus did for us what we could never have done for ourselves, he redeemed us, set us free from our sins, and gave us the grace to live our lives according to His Law of Love.  He overcame the Devil and defeated The Last Enemy, Death.  He did all of this because He is love incarnate and He can do nothing else but love.  

Jesus asks all of us to walk in His way, the way of kenosis.  He is no longer in the flesh.  Now, we are His Body – The Church.
When we empty ourselves, He comes to live in our hearts.  Then, we become His arms, His legs and His Heart, in order to carry on His Mission of Bringing His Love And Compassion to the whole world.
