On their wedding day a bride and groom declare that they take each other for better or for worse, richer or poorer, in sickness and in health - for the rest of their lives.  A marriage is supposed to Last A Lifetime.  But it doesn’t always work out that way.  Especially today.  It used to be that when married couples had a problem, they realized that they had to try to work it out.  The last thing on their minds was to get a divorce.  Now it seems that divorce is the first thing that people think about when they have a problem.

Today’s divorce rates, and the thinking of a lot of people that marriage is only a human invention, to be defined anyway we like, makes Jesus’ talk about a Garden-of-Eden marriage sound like an impossible dream.  And, in our fallen state, It Is An Impossible Dream without His help.  The Sacrament of Maggiage Is A Divine Gift just as much as the Garden of Eden Was In The Beginning.  And only those who accept God’s gift like a child can Fully Enter Into It.

Marriage is not a government invention.  Marriage is God’s creation.  God wanted marriage to be like His own love for His people - a love that never fails. - A love that Produces-

-The Gift Of Life. - And that’s The Trouble with marriage.  
It’s not easy to be like God.  

God is faithful.  He doesn’t love us only when we love him.  He doesn’t abandon us because he has fallen in love with someone else.  God doesn’t consider it too much of a burden to put up with Our Day-To-Day Problems.  
He doesn’t get angry or impatient when we make mistakes.  He doesn’t worry That It Will Be Too Much Trouble To Care For Us When We Are Old Or Sick.  God’s love is patient, generous, and kind.  Above all, God’s love never fails.  And God’s love is The Challenge, And The Goal, for every married couple.

Being parents is part of most marriages.  Having children can bring a lot of blessings but it can also bring a lot of challenges.  No wonder.  Having children Is Being Like God.  God’s love is fruitful and Gives us The GIFT Of Life.  
Jesus is the model of love for husbands, wives and parents-

-especially in his sacrifice on the cross.  Sacrifice is a necessary part of every marriage and family.  And it’s Only Love That Can Make That Sacrifice Possible.  That love is a free gift from God; especially in the Eucharist.  
Married couples should receive Communion, together, With A Prayer That The Lord Help Them To Love Each Other And Love Their Children with The Love Of Christ, especially through His Suffering And Death On The Cross.

