Jesus always did the best in the midst of the worst.  

Why is it that the biggest disasters always seem to happen when we are expecting the best of times?

How many big family get-togethers like Christmas and Thanksgiving, start out fun, then turn into disasters? /  Cousin Jim still won't talk to Uncle Frank, and the stains from  Mom’s pie  will never come out of the carpet.  Weddings are another time when things can seem to go crazy. / Sometimes it seems that whenever we expect the best of times, we get the worst of times instead.  

Thankfully, the reverse is also true.  How many people find themselves looking back on their early days of scratching, scrapping and struggling and suddenly realize that those were the best of times?

What makes life so rich is that we can never completely filter out the bad from the good or the good from the bad.  There is always a little bit of both on our plate.  

These kinds of experiences should create in all of us the same kind of response that God's promise did in Abraham.  He was already a tired old man when he first heard God's call, buy he obediently begins his long, wandering search  for a home  based on God's promise.  / When God promises that Abraham and Sarah will have their own son, Abraham believes.  Despite all the evidence to the contrary, Abraham's faith enables him to "hope against hope." And out of the worst conditions -- extreme old age and barrenness -- God brings the best to Abraham and Sarah - their son Isaac.

Few people show the best and the worst in themselves as obviously as St. Peter did.  He was the first to be called, and was always in the forefront of whatever was going on.  In a miraculous moment of insight, Peter correctly identified Jesus as "the Christ."  But, it is also true that no one  but Judas  betrayed Jesus  more than Peter.  He slept through Gethsemane, ran away at the first sign of trouble, then passionately denied Jesus three times.

Yet, it is out of Peter -- the one who could easily be called the worst disciple -- that the best eventually comes.  The Lord takes the very man who was usually the worst at understanding what Jesus is talking about (he even caused Jesus to rebuke him once by saying "Get behind me, Satan"), and entrusts to him the very best he has to offer -- the Church itself.  

Jesus did his best work under the very worst of conditions.  After entering Jerusalem, Jesus gathered his disciples for one last meal together.  There he revealed to them, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me".  Then, with full knowledge of the weaknesses and treason gathered at his table, "Jesus took ...  bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples and said, 'Take, and eat, this is my body'".  On the night when all the very worst of their fears  came true, Jesus gave his disciples -- and all of us -- the best of himself.

This is the promise of the gospel.  All of us, even, and especially at our very worst, are promised that God can do the best with us.  It is that promise that enables us to live on in faith "hoping against hope."

Throughout history the worst has repeatedly produced the best:

On his way to death, Justin Martyr wrote words of faith and love that have endured for over 19 centuries.

Beethoven was Stone-deaf when he composed some of the greatest music ever written.  

Albert Schweitzer brought Christ to Africa, even in the middle of a terrible war.  

Mother Teresa started out in the worst slums of Calcutta, but now her order reaches out to millions all over the world as a witness to Christ's love and compassion.

The Good News of the gospel is this: The best has come, the best is with us now, and, despite the bad that is so much a part of it all, or maybe even because of it, we know that the best can, and will, come out of it if we hold on to our faith in Christ. 

