This is the 2nd Sunday of Advent and John the Baptist is calling us to “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.”  And This Gospel Message means just as much today as it did 2000 years ago.

So how, do we prepare the way of the Lord?  First of all, we pray that these words will somehow penetrate through those outer layers  that we all seem to have and wakes us up.  Then, as a Christian and a Catholic we do what John The Baptist-

-did.  We need to proclaim to others, “Prepare The Way Of The Lord”.  We’re called to be that voice crying in The Wilderness Of The Modern World, “make straight the way of the Lord.”
The Church sets aside the four weeks of Advent as a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord, not only At Christmas Time but also at the end of time.  

The world prepares for Christmas with a frenzy of buying and selling.  

But The Lord wants us to “learn to value the things that really matter.”  The world around us offers a lot of so called-

-values that are just empty lies.  If you watch TV or pay any attention to most advertising, you would think that having money, power and beauty are the only things that really matter.

Advent is a time to remember that the things that matter-

-are The Things That Last.  Compassion, Justice, Integrity and Faith are the things that make us happy.  When we value the things that really matter, we change the world around us.  But even more important, we’ll be making our hearts into the kind of place  That Will Be Happy To Receive Christ at Christmas.

Advent is the time of hope as well.  In hope, we can look back on the past and remember all the times that God has been there for us.  Our greatest hope is in the Lord, who lives among us and died for us even though we were not worthy, so we can be with Him forever.  But the only way to receive this gift is to put it into practice.  That is, we have to keep watch, because the Lord is coming when we least expect it.  We do this by NOT Going Along With The World Or The Times. 
The values of this world are always changing but the Church will always be the same; calling people to the  kind of change that really matters: the Conversion Of Hearts to God.

Our goal is  not  the passing pleasure of the world, which can be measured in hours, days, or even years; but in the happiness of an eternity with our God.  
Our hope is not in technology or material goods that some people think is their salvation.  We already have salvation through Jesus Christ.  Our job is to accept His salvation.  To follow Him, to do His will, and to be filled with His Love And Peace.
The Church doesn’t want us to have just an external celebration of Advent.  The Church wants us to prepare ourselves to really live the mystery of  The Word of God Made Man.  In other words, we should always be watching and waiting.  Just as we keep the memory of Christ’s birth alive through Christmas.  We need to live it year round in the hope of His return in Glory.

