Sometimes we can get so involved with our own thoughts and concerns that we can totally miss the obvious.  Today’s Gospel shows us how harmful that kind of attitude can be.  Jesus had just healed a blind man, the Gospel says “so, God’s work would shine forth.”  But when he did this All that the Jewish leaders Could See was some kind of threat to their own authority.  They didn’t see how God could possibly be working through someone besides themselves.  And by being so worried about themselves, they missed the fact that God was working miracles right in front of them.  So, they tried A Smear Campaign to try and discredit what Jesus had done. 

They condemned Him for working on the Sabbath.  Even though it was expected that the Messiah would give sight to the blind, and even though the man’s parents confirmed that he was born blind, they still refused to see what God was doing.  By the end of the story it’s obvious that they are the one’s who were blind because they refused to see.  

This story is a call for all of us to allow the Lord  to open our eyes.  The Pharisees were too concerned about themselves to see what was going on.  They were Not going to have some outsider from Nazareth upset Their Way Of Life. / And there are times when we are all tempted to do the same thing.  

An example would be, when we suddenly realize that someone in our family has a big problem.  Maybe its too much drinking or maybe there’s a drug problem or we just ignore something else that we know we should be doing something about.  It’s easy to just close our eyes and hope that maybe it will all go away.  When we act like that we can be as blind as the Pharisees in today’s story.  

God’s way and our way of seeing things are not always the same.  The Last One that Jesse or Samuel thought would be the next king of Israel was David.  No one expected the Messiah to be A Carpenter’s Son from Nazareth either.  We focus on what we think God should be like rather than what He might actually be doing.  When we do this we can miss the big picture.
We may think that He’s not listening to our prayers when we’re sick because he may not heal us, but this could be the very thing He’s using to draw us closer to Him.  The obstacles we have to face in life might be what The Lord is trying to use to help us to understand what’s really important in life.  
By demanding how God should act, or that He fit into the mold we made for Him, like the Pharisees did, we can blind ourselves to whatever He is doing.  So, today let’s pray for the grace to accept God’s presence among us on His terms, instead of ours.

