Where you are in the world, can make a big difference.  Where we Are makes a difference in our spiritual lives too.  And where the healing of the ten lepers took place is important in helping us to understand this story.  Jesus and the Disciples were on their way to Jerusalem and they were passing between Samaria and Galilee.  
They knew they were going to Jerusalem, but it hadn’t really sunk-in yet With The Apostles that Jesus was going to die there.  So, they just followed Him as he made his way to the cross.

The disciples were probably worried about which side of the border they were on between Samaria and Galilee - because Jews didn’t get along with Samaritans.  The Jews were the chosen people of God.  To them, the Samaritans were just another un-
-chosen people.

They were probably so worried about Not Having Anything To Do With The Samaritans that they missed the point.  They knew that The Messiah had come to save Israel.  But they didn’t understand that the He had come to save the Gentiles too.
When they approached this town, ten people called to Jesus from a distance. -Lepers weren’t allowed to come near other people.  So, they were forced to stand at a distance and shout.  

But there was something different about this group other than the fact that they were lepers.  This group of lepers had both Jews and Samaritans.  Usually, they had nothing to do with each another. -But this group was in a different place.  
Funny how prejudices, and things like that, seem to disappear when we’re forced to face things that are really important.
Somehow this group of lepers found-out that Jesus was in the area.  So they went to see him and they shouted together: “Jesus, have mercy on us.”  Then, Jesus told them to go to the temple to be checked-out by the priests.

Jewish law required them to be declared clean by the priests-

-after they were healed before they could return to the community.  But they weren’t  healed yet.

You Can Imagine How Surprised They Must Have Been when it happened along the way.  So, they started running to be declared clean by the priests and hurry back to their lives.  But one of them turned around and ran back to Jesus.

The one who turned back was a Samaritan.  When Jesus saw this he said, “Where are the other nine. -  Why haven’t any of God’s people returned to give thanks.”
This is still true today.  More times than not, we don’t give credit were credit is due.  Like the lepers, a desperate situation puts us in the right spiritual place to reach-out to Jesus with our whole hearts. -But then, after he has heard our prayer, we can’t wait to rush back to whatever we were doing.  We completely forget about Coming Back To Thank Him.  Only one out of ten of us remembers to Give Thanks To God. 

Today, we all have good reason to give thanks.  As Americans we enjoy freedoms that people in other parts of the world can only dream about.  And, most important, As Christians, we have the forgiveness of our sins.   How often do we take time-out just to thank him for all the blessings he has given us?

  We need to learn to take time-out on a regular basis and think about all the blessings God has given us, and thank Him.  Then we should show our gratitude by sharing those blessings with others.  There may not be that many starving people in Canada but there are a lot of people who are hungry for God.  All it takes is a kind word or a smile or a few minutes of your time to bring Christ to another person.  And, we may not realize it, but There Is No Greater Thanks We Can Show God On This Earth, than to bring another soul into His kingdom. 

