Do you remember the comic strip Calvin and Hobbes?  There was this one that showed Calvin's favorite target, his neighbor Suzie, walking to the mailbox.  In her hand is her letter to Santa Claus.  Out of the corner of her eye she sees six year old Calvin, ready to hurl a big fat snowball right at her head.  "I see you, Calvin," Suzie warns," and you better not throw that snowball!  I'm mailing my letter to Santa right now." 

"Is the envelope sealed?" Calvin shouts back.  

"Yes, but I can always write a PS on the back of it." 

"Do you have a pen?" 

"As a matter of fact, I do." 

Calvin then sadly drops the snowball as the triumphant Suzie walks away.  "I bet she's bluffing," Calvin thinks, "but this isn't the time of year to tempt fate." 

We begin Advent this Sunday with a reading that tells us that this not a good time to tempt fate.  In today’s gospel Jesus says: 

This earth and everything about it will one day be no more.  There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in shock, baffled by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”  

God gives us this lifetime to find him and come to know him in the love of others and the wonders of his creation.  Every day of our lives is an Advent of faith, hope and preparation.  This is not a time to tempt fate.  It is a time to seek the ways of God in all things.  

A day will come when we will all stand before the Son of Man, coming in power.  There will be no turning back or second chances.  When our lives are over, they will be over.  We will simply find ourselves standing before Jesus, face to face.  The same Jesus whose  name we took on in baptism and received so many times in the Eucharist. 

Maybe Jesus won't have a big record book in front of him.  Maybe, Jesus won't say a whole lot.  He already knows us in the deepest recesses of our hearts.  What is there that needs to be said?  Will he be able to read in our hearts that we did our best.  Will he see that we listened to Paul's advice in our second reading: 

“May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones.”

If so, he will embrace us and welcome us into his eternal love.  If he reads in our hearts that the basic attitude of our lives is that we'd rather not deal with him and his demands, that our own selfishness ruled in our lives, then he will say that just as we refused his love in this world, we cannot enjoy his love in the next.  

Advent is a time to prepare.  The shopping and card writing, cooking, and endless get-togethers occupy most of our time and can be compared to the kind of determination and effort we should have to prepare for the Lord.  The finish line is not December 25th.  The finish line is the end of our lives or the end of the world, whichever comes first.  And we need to be ready to stand before the Lord whenever the times comes.

