Today is the 4th Sunday of Easter which is also called “Good Shepherd Sunday”.

There’s an old story That a famous poet was asked to recite The 23rd Psalm - the Psalm of the Good Shepherd - at a royal banquet in London.  He Held The Audience Spellbound, and when he finished, loud applause filled the room.  

Then, when the applause finally died down, an old man stood-up and Recited The Same Psalm.  His voice was a little dry and his tone was a kind of flat.  But when he finished There Wasn’t A Dry-Eye Left In The Room.  Even The Poet Was So Moved By The Way The Old Man Recited The Psalm That He Stood Up And Said: 
“Ladies and gentlemen, I reached Your Eyes And Your Ears.  But this man has Reached Your Hearts.  
The difference is this: I know the Psalm

but he knows the Shepherd.”
That’s the message in today’s Gospel:  Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice.  I know them and they know me and they follow me.”   In the scriptures, “to know” a person is to know someone-not just with The Eyes And Ears Or Even With The Mind But With The Heart.  
It means to have a personal relationship with the person.  

The image of The Good Shepherd In today’s Gospel is about A Relationship Based On Love.  And St John, who wrote today’s gospel, Which Is Also Called The Gospel of Love, said that:  “Love, then, consists in this, not that we have loved God but that God Has First Loved Us. God Is Love, and whoever Remains In Love remains in God and God in him.  We Love Because God First Loved Us”.  In other words, John is telling us that God’s Love For Us Is So Strong That When We Are Lost He Will always go out and Search For Us And He Will Keep Searching For Us Until We Are Found.  
That’s why God sent His Only Son to Be Our Good Shepherd To find us and Lead Us Safely Home, To Him.
Still, There’s A Choice: We can either Choose To Listen To His Voice And Follow Him, or we can Choose To Ignore His Voice And Go Our Own Way.

But we have nothing to fear because Jesus Is 
Our True Shepherd.

His steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness for all generations. 
He feeds us with His Own Body and Blood, 
and He Refreshes Our Souls With The Hope Of Eternal Life.
