There is a novel about a lawyer in Paris.  He was very successful and did a lot of pro-bono work for the poor.  He was a highly respected pillar of the community and, even though he didn’t believe in God, he always thought of himself as a very good person.

Then one night he was walking home and passed by a lady dressed in black looking down into the river.  A few minutes later he heard a splash but he just kept walking.  Then he heard her splashing and choking and the sounds just faded farther away as she floated down the river.  For some unknown reason, he never went back but just kept walking.  
After that he was haunted by that night and ended up quitting his practice and started drinking every day.  At the end of the book he was homeless, hung out in a bar and would tell his story to anyone who would listen.  But no one would listen.

That was a story without redemption.  There was No Good News In It.  There was no forgiveness or any way to make things right again.

Today, it can seem like we’re surrounded by bad news on every side.  It’s interesting, on the other hand, to see how Jesus began his ministry - by announcing The Good News!   So, what is the good news? - It’s that we Can be forgiven.  It’s that we can recover even after the most tragic fall or even after many falls.  We can always come back to the Lord where we are Not judged But forgiven, and accepted, and loved.  The whole reason He came was “to seek out and to save the sheep that are lost.”  So Jesus has Good News for everyone Who Is Willing To Ask To Be Forgiven and follow Him.  
It’s only when we realize our own need to be forgiven that we are really ready to hear The Good News, put it into practice, and bear good fruit; that’s how we begin to take the log out of our own eye.  People who are aware of their own need to be forgiven are not looking for the speck in their neighbor’s eye.
I think that most people can relate, at least to some degree, with the lawyer in the story.  No matter what we may appear to be to others, deep down we all know that we are not really the person we should be.  All of us have our faults and all of us have had our ‘falls’.  But we are still loved by God - and loved unconditionally.  His love, mercy, and forgiveness are here for everyone.  All we have to do is realize our need, and ask Him to forgive us and help us.
