I’m sure that we’ve all heard the famous quote from St. Augustine: “Love and do what you will.”  I had never actually read it in context until a couple of years ago.   My nephew was doing an essay on St. Augustine and he sent me an email asking for some help.  I found a lot of Augustine’s works on the internet.  And this quote is from his Seventh Homily on the Letter of John.
In the homily St. Augustine said that if a person had to choose between being punished and being treated with kindness, everyone would choose kindness.  But then, suppose the punishment comes from a boy’s father and the kindness comes from a kidnapper.  “In that case,” he said, “it is Love That Disciplines and Iniquity That Caresses.”
Love doesn’t always mean that you make the other person feel good.  The most important thing is that, whatever you do, it should be based on a right relationship with God and the person.  IF that’s the case, then St. Augustine says, “Love and do what you will.”
St. Paul is basically saying the same thing in the second reading: “Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”  
St. Augustine also refers to Today’s Gospel Reading when he talks about Christian love.  It’s obviously not the only way we show love, but it’s one of the most challenging.  No one likes to be corrected – and not very many of us like to correct other people.  And those who do like it, don’t usually do a very good job of it.  It takes patience, prayer and love.  But, probably more than anything else, it takes humility because whoever corrects other people has to be open to being corrected himself.
Back in the sixties, we came up with a simple but kind of naïve notion of love.  Basically, it was just a matter of good feelings.  If we felt kind-hearted towards people, we thought we were fulfilling the command to love.  
I’m not saying that good feelings aren’t important, because they are.  But, like St. Augustine says, we need a lot more than just good feelings.  
A kidnapper may be kind to his victim but that doesn’t mean he loves him.  A distorted notion of love can, and has, done a lot of damage in our society.  Real love doesn’t just mean warm feelings.  
When we understand that, and we understand the kind of love the Gospel is really talking about: 
Then, love and do what you will.
