It’s amazing how shrewd we can be when it comes to business deals.  Whether were buying a used car or selling a house, all of us learn how to get the most out of our money.   That’s not anything new.  It’s part of human nature to get the best deal we can.  And, of course, Jesus knew this.  The parable about the steward who had to think quick to get himself out of trouble was a good picture of human ingenuity.  

The problem is that we don’t apply this kind of ingenuity to the one thing that matters most: our salvation.  Just think about how many times we sit down and think about what we can do to be better Christians.  How many times have we sat down and thought about how we can avoid mistakes we’ve made in the past.  How much effort do we really put into thinking about how we can hand the faith onto our children and families.  If we were to add up the time we spend every month doing this and compare it to the time we spend every month thinking about our money problems, would there be any comparison at all? 

Jesus is saying, “You have the intelligence - use it.  Use it to achieve the mission I gave you when I called you to be my disciples.”  (You know this reminds me of a time when I was just 5 or 6 years old) … (story) we have the eyes to see but we just don’t use them… all I could see was that quarter and all I could think about was the candy I was going to buy with it…. 

Some people, like those in the first reading, have perfected how they can outsmart others.  They cheat with their scales and overcharge for their goods.  That’s not why God gave us intelligence.  He gave us intelligence to make His presence real in the world.  
Today let’s ask the Lord to help us to use the gifts He gave us to promote His kingdom.
