Jesus didn’t mince his words when He went after Peter in today’s Gospel: “Get behind me, satan! For you are not thinking as God does but as humans do.”   Being the first Pope wasn’t easy!  But, maybe being Peter wasn’t that easy either!

What did Peter say to deserve such a harsh rebuke from the Lord?  He just didn’t want Jesus to suffer.  He loved Jesus and he couldn’t stand the thought of Him being put to death.  What’s wrong with that?  

Peter, and the Jewish people, thought that the Messiah would destroy Israel’s enemies, restore Israel’s power and bring-in a new era.  But Jesus talked about a future that included suffering and death that led to The Resurrection and then, to a pain free life.  And just to be sure that Peter got the message, he hit him upside the head with a harsh rebuke.  Maybe that was the day that Peter grew-up, spiritually.
So, when does someone grow-up, spiritually?  Maybe it’s when they realize that life is hard.  That it includes suffering and then learn to accept it and unite those sufferings with the sufferings of Christ.  
In the first reading, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah understood it.  He didn’t run away from suffering; he faced it head-on with confidence that God was with him.

Some people ask; why didn’t God create a world without any pain, or suffering or death?  Well, he did.  
But he loved Us so much that he created Us in his own image.  So, Adam and Eve were created free.  And with that freedom, Sin And Suffering And Death entered into our world.
It’s not hard to see the lesson in today’s readings.  We need to understand that life includes suffering -- and that love calls us to accept it and try to help others who are suffering too.

We live in a world that does everything it can to deny the reality and the value of suffering.  People refuse to face their problems and try to avoid them any way they can.  Some bury themselves in their work.  Others try to drown their problems in alcohol, or drugs, or the internet or whatever.  They put a huge effort into trying not to feel any of the pains in life.  

We have all seen human disasters.  Every family can tell about family disasters that could have been avoided if they would have dealt with problems before they got out of hand.  Suffering that’s Avoided Will Almost Always Get Worse until it gets out of control.

Isaiah’s Suffering Servant didn’t turn away from life’s problems.  Neither did Jesus.  And Neither should we.

Jesus said that we need to pick-up our cross And Face-Up To The Problems And Sufferings in our life.  
Peter learned his lesson very well.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, he willingly faced all the hardships that come with following Christ.  He led the early Church with wisdom and courage and he gave his life as a witness for Christ.  
I think that We Will Learn Our Lesson Well too, if we learn to trust in the Lord No Matter What Comes Our Way.  Because he promised that he will never allow us to be tested beyond our strength and that he will always be with us through all the Ups And Downs that this life has to offer.
