Have you ever heard of Korsakoff’s disease?  Basically, it’s short-term memory loss, usually due to alcohol or drug abuse, or a serious injury, or sometimes because of genetic problems.  These People can’t hold memories and, so, they make up stories to fill-in the gaps.
Sometimes I think about Korsakoff’s disease around this time of the year because some Christians seem to have it: memory loss about Why we celebrate Christmas.  For example, when I taught catechism, I used to ask the kids whose coming Advent celebrates.  There were always a few kids who would answer, “Santa Claus”. 

And I’m not so sure that a lot of adults might not answer the same way nowadays.  

Sometimes it seems like our whole society has a case of Korsakoff’s disease  when it comes to Why we celebrate Christmas.  It’s like we’ve forgotten that the word ‘Christmas’ actually comes from two words - CHRIST and MASS.
When John the Baptist said “Prepare the way for the Lord, Make His Paths Straight”, it wasn’t the Lord’s paths that he was talking about.  It’s ours.
We hold onto our hurts and pains because we have too much pride to forgive.  We keep arguments going because we’re just too stubborn to walk away. We pass people in the street without even saying hello because of some silly thing that happened 20 years ago.  
If we only realized how short our time is, I think that a lot of us would swallow our pride and do the right thing.  Deep down, I think that we want to do the right thing.  And you know what, maybe this Advent Season, we will do the right thing.
There are a few ways to make our paths straight before the Lord: ways that we can shake off the symptoms of Korsakoff’s disease.  
Here’s some of the things we should remember this Advent:
1.  God, Himself, was actually and physically born in Bethlehem.
2.  Jesus came to save us from our sins.
3.  Jesus Will Reign Forever - not Satan.
4.  Jesus was born to die on the cross - for us.
5.  The name ‘Jesus’ means ‘savior’.
6.  Jesus was born in a stable to poor parents.  He never wrote a book.  His ministry on Earth only lasted 3 years: but no-one has ever left as big of a mark on human history as Jesus.
7.  And remember that the birth of Christ makes the difference between a life with no meaning and a life with meaning and purpose.
Then, we can remember that 
Advent is the time to remember Why John the Baptist is telling us to straighten-out our paths.  

Another great thing to remember is that God will never abandon us.  He keeps calling us back to the straight path.  And Advent is a good time to start again on the right path.  
One of the greatest gifts that God has given us is our memories.  
This Advent, let’s celebrate the gift that was given to us over 2000 years ago: God’s own Son / God’s love in the flesh.  
This Is The One Gift that should NEVER say:
“DO NOT OPEN BEFORE CHRISTMAS”.
