This is a great gospel story about the infinite love that God has for sinners.  It shows the forgiveness that he offers with open arms, to the worst of us.  Zacchaeus was probably the most hated man in the community.  Tax collectors had the authority of the Roman government and, the way they made their money was that they were allowed to keep everything they could get over and above their quota.  So, they did not actually get a salary but made their living by cheating the people.  Everybody else saw him as a traitor but Jesus saw beyond that and looked into his heart.   He called out to Zacchaeus and said: “Hurry, come down, I must stay at your house today.” and that call changed his life.   He was wealthy but not happy and he saw that Jesus was the answer to his troubled conscience.  That call changed everything and made him think about  the way he was living  in a whole new way.  Now he understood that there was something more to life than filing his pocket with money.

The message of this story is that nobody is beyond salvation.  There are no limits to the  love and mercy  of Jesus Christ.  God's grace is able to change anyone who is willing to accept his forgiveness.  The greater the sinner the more forgiving he is.

Jesus’ call: 'Hurry, because I must stay in your house today,' - is meant for everybody.  We need to take advantage of his offer by  accepting his forgiveness.  The real focus of the story is at the end: 'The Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.'   Before Jesus, everybody  is a sinner  like Zacchaeus.  The Lord has come to save all of us  and he meets us where we need him most - no strings attached.  He is waiting for anyone who is willing to open their heart and let him in. 

