Today's readings present us with three famous mountain climbers: Moses, Elijah, and Jesus.  Moses climbed Mount Sinai and was given a gift for the people-- the Ten Commandments.  This was God's Word for His people.  The people treasured the Law as a personal guide from God on how to honor and serve him.  Elijah climbed Mount Carmel and was given a gift for the people--the power to conquer the evil that was in the land - the evil prophets of the pagan god Baal.  Jesus climbed the mountain of the Transfiguration and was given a gift for the people--the gift was an understanding of how God was going to accomplish the salvation of his people.  Moses, representing the Word of God in the Law - and Elijah representing the Prophetic Word meet with Jesus the Word Made Flesh.  Together they represent the fulfillment of both the Law and the prophets in the person of Jesus.

We have many challenges in our lives.  Quite often, we have mountains that seem greater than we can conquer.  These challenges may be alcoholism or drug addiction; or the problem may be emotional or physical, or financial, or maybe its a relative who has problems and is hard to deal with.  Whatever the challenge, if we take it up and put our trust in God to help us, God will provide.  Like the psalm says: “with my God  I can scale any wall.”  If God is with us, what could possibly overcome us? /   St. Paul says, "Nothing, can keep us from the love of God.  Not persecution or pain not suffering or alcohol or emotional problems or even problem relatives."  Peace comes from within.  It comes from recognizing that the one who has shared his life with us, the One who dwells within us from our baptism, refuses to desert us as we climb each and every challenge that life sends our way.  

During this century we have seen many examples of people who were at peace even in the most desperate situations.  Just two examples are:  The great Catholic priest Maximillian Kolbe who was in a concentration camp during the Second World War.  He offered his life to replace a father of a family when the Nazis decided to kill a certain number of the prisoners as an example to the rest.  In this midst of terror, Maximillian Kolbe found the peace of the Lord and as a result the Church was given a new saint.  

A little closer to home, another good example of someone who possessed that peace which passes understanding was Bishop Lobsinger.  Even though he had a position that was very difficult even at the best of times, he always had a cheerful attitude.  He would except any situation that came along with a smile and I never heard him say an unkind word about anyone - even if they were an obvious thorn in his side.  That kind of an attitude can only come from being able to trust God in any and every situation that comes along.

In this age of information, when the computer reigns and the Internet opens the world of knowledge to every home, we have to admit that information is not the solution to every problem.  We haven’t even come close to having the answers for all the problems of the world and of our lives.  Half the time, we don't even know the right questions.  We are simply called upon to trust.  We are called upon to trust in God and to have faith.  We know that God is with us and if he is with us than he will take care of those things that we can’t.   He has always provided for us and he always will as long as we have faith in him.  

Life is a journey of faith.  We are called today to trust in the Lord, even, and especially, in our deepest struggles.  We are called to trust in him when we need him the most.  Maybe the real mountain we have to climb, is the mountain of faith.  But we don't have to climb this mountain alone.  The one gift of the Lord that is never denied is the gift of faith.

