When I was a kid there was this one Christmas that was so upsetting that I will never forget it.

It was Christmas morning and my whole family was getting ready to go to my Grandmother’s house -- when my brothers and sisters and I got into a fight.   I yelled at my brother and then threw something at him.  My sister was screaming.  It was total chaos in the house.  My mom kept trying to calm us down, but that just made us madder and so we started yelling at her.  Then finally my mom, who is usually pretty calm and in-control just lost it and started yelling back at us.  Then she did something shocking.  She swore at us.  And it was a real swear word, not one of the little ones.  

Now, there are a couple of things you should know.  The first thing is you've got to know we deserved it.  And the second is that she didn't usually swear at us.  In fact, that's what made it so shocking.  When she did it, we just sat there stunned without saying a word for a while.  It left a permanent impression on all of us.  In fact, to this day, we still remind my mother,  “Remember that Christmas you swore at us?”  I'm sure she appreciates that.  It was a chaotic, painful, mess.  It felt so out of sync with what Christmas is supposed to be.  Christmas is supposed to be about cozy, warm, kinds of feelings.  It's not supposed to be a chaotic mess. ///

But is that true?  Is that what Christmas is all about?  The more I think about it, the more I realize that that chaotic Christmas was a lot closer to what Christmas is about than some people might think.  You see, what Christmas is really about is a God who is willing to step into the chaos and the mess of our lives and be with us in it.  Christmas is about a God who is with us, not just in the good times, but a God who is with us in all of our life, even in the worst of times.  He is there with us even if we don't know that he’s there.

When we find ourselves in the middle of hard times we can ask ourselves,  Where's God in all this?  Maybe we pray and we feel like we’re talking to a wall.  Or we come to church and we feel bored.  Or we have family problems, faith problems, or health problems / and in all of this we ask  Where is God?

Christmas gives us two answers to that question,  The first answer is this:  God is with us even when we don’t know it.

That's what Christmas is about.  You know when Jesus was born, it had been 400 years since there had been a prophet in Israel.  Four hundred years of silence.  Four hundred years of people praying to receive a Savior.  Then after 400 years of prayer what do they get?

They get a baby in a barn.  

Now I don't know about you, but if I'd been walking by that barn that night, I'd have missed it.  You know I wouldn't have said,

“Oh that must be God in there.”

I'd have missed it and I bet a lot of other people would have missed it too.  But just because we miss it doesn't mean he's not there.  Christmas means that God is with us whether we know it or not.

A second thing that Christmas tells us is this:

Not only is God with us whether we know it or not, God is with us even in the messiest, most confused parts of our lives.

Look at the first Christmas.  From a human point of view, this thing is a total mess, especially on Mary's part.  The poor woman has to have her baby born in a barn, far away from home. 

Remember, nine months before, the angel came to Mary and said,

You are the luckiest woman in history.  You're going to be the mother of the savior of the world.

But then  what does Mary get for Christmas  nine months later?

Well, first of all, she gets to be poor in a world that sees poor people as second class citizens. // And then there's the timing of this thing.  Could it have been any worse for Mary?  Why, out of all the weeks of the year, did Jesus have to   be born during the census   when Mary and Joseph would have to go to Bethlehem.  From God's side this makes perfect sense because the Old Testament prophesied that the savior would be born in Bethlehem.  But from Mary's point of view, to be riding 70 miles on a donkey while you're going into labor, has got to be the worst possible time.  

And then there's the attitude of everyone around Mary, like the innkeeper. What kind of a guy would say to a woman in labor, “Go have your baby in the barn.” 

The first Christmas was a mess, at least from Mary's point of view.  

If I were Mary there would have been only one question on my mind --

“God, where, are you, in all this mess?”

And what would have been the answer to that question?

Well, he was as close as he could be.  He was right inside her womb about to be born,  About to be laid on a bed of straw - on a very cold night in a very cruel world.

Christmas is, the answer to the question:  “God, where are you?”

“He couldn’t be any closer than He is.”

He’s right here with us even in the worst parts of our life.

That's what Jesus is all about.  That's what his name, Emmanuel, means: –‘God with us.’ That night Mary was cold  but God was cold too, in that manger.  Mary was vulnerable, but so was God as a little baby.  Mary didn't get to be home for Christmas that night, but, neither did God.  He had to leave his perfect home in heaven and step into the confusion and mess that is  - this world and   this life.

Christmas means that when God came to us he didn't play by a special set of rules.  He played by the same rules you and I have to play by -- harsh rules.  It means God himself stepped into a world where peasant babies get shoved out in the cold, and where innocent carpenters get nailed to a cross to die.  In other words, a world like ours.

Jesus' whole life is defined by the chaos and mess of our world.  He was born in a barn  in Bethlehem and he died five miles away on a deserted cliff in Jerusalem where the Romans used to dump their garbage.

That's what Christmas is.  In Jesus Christ, God stepped into our messy lives and is with us even if we don’t know it.  We may have made a mess of our lives by sinning and running away from God.  But God comes after us.  God even dies on a cross to forgive us and to fix the mess we've made and call us back to himself when we've walked away from him.  All that shows how amazing and how loving our God is.  

Wherever we are and whatever it is - the promise of Christmas is this: Jesus Christ wants to be in that with you.  Jesus Christ himself wants to step into that mess, be with you in it, bring good things out of it, and call you back to himself.

Whatever you face this Christmas, listen to the good news the angels gave to the shepherds that first Christmas night.  Hear what they said to them because it's for us, too:

Fear not for behold I bring you tidings of great joy which will be for all people. For unto you this day is born in the city of David,

A savior which is Christ the Lord.  

And this will be a sign to you.

You will find him wrapped in swaddling clothes,

lying in a barn right in the middle of this messy world.

That's Christmas. / He came for you. / And He came for me.

