For God so loved the world

That He gave his only begotten Son

That who ever believes in Him shall not perish

But have eternal life.

This is probably the most famous verse in the Bible and just about every Christian knows it by heart. 

This is what Jesus told Nicodemus, who was the Pharisee that came to him in the middle of the night to ask him things like ‘how can a grown man be born again.’
To help him understand, Jesus told the story about the Israelites and Moses in the desert.  The Israelites were complaining about everything.
They were frustrated.  It was hot and they were tired, and they didn’t like the food - but instead of turning to God, they started complaining against Him and were ready to stone Moses.  So, God sent poisonous snakes among them.  A lot of them were bitten and died.  So, they cried-out to Moses to ask God to take the plague away.

Moses prayed and God had Moses make a snake of bronze and told him to mount it on a pole in the center of the camp.  The Israelites were told that if they were bitten, to look at the snake and they would be healed.

You notice that God didn’t take the snakes away, but provided a cure for the poison.  This is the story Jesus used to explain the role of the Savior.  In His Mercy, God has a cure for people who have already been poisoned by sin.  

And that includes all of us.  We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  

But Jesus has given us a way out.  All of us have been poisoned by sin but The Cross can set us free.  Through His Cross and Resurrection, we can have new life.  

But we have to be willing to turn away from our bad habits and look towards the cross.  We have to be willing to allow Jesus to shine His light in every part of our lives.  Some of us are not even aware of the things that can be an obstacle to God’s grace in our lives.  The only way we can really know is by prayer.  Then we have to be willing to let go of those things and ask God to help us and heal us.
If we bring these things to the foot of the Cross, then we can celebrate Easter Sunday in His Light and love.
