During the Christmas season, the image of the Blessed Mother and the Child Jesus are everywhere.  We see them on TV, in all of the Nativity scenes, on Christmas cards and it should be in our hearts.  We’re here today as members of God’s family to celebrate the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God.   

The Gospel tells us that the first people who came to adore the Baby Jesus were the shepherds.  They were taking care of their sheep when an angel appeared to them and told them the great news about the birth of the Son of God.  The angel told them that they shouldn’t be afraid.  And that’s a big part of today’s message.  We should prepare for the New Year by asking Our Lord and the Blessed Mother, to be with us.  We should ask her, not just today - but everyday, to pray for us, and watch over us, and help us to come closer to The Lord so we can better live our faith. 

Today the Church celebrates the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God.  We’re asked to ponder the Scriptures that tell us that that Mary conceived and gave birth to Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Mystery of the Incarnation.  And we should also think about her role in the mystery of the Church.  We know that the Virgin Mary is the Mother of Christ and, so, she is the Mother of God.  But she is also the Mother of the Church, which is the Body of Christ.  And because of this, Mary’s role can’t be separated from the mission of the Church. 
At the same time we need to keep in mind that Mary will always be the ‘handmaid of The Lord’ and that she never overshadows Jesus but always points towards Him.  It’s important to remember that we could only be saved by the sacrifice Jesus suffered in his own flesh.  And it’s through Mary and the birth of Jesus that God the Father wanted to bring to light both the divinity and the humanity of his Son.  Therefore, the MOTHERHOOD of the VIRGIN MARY is something that helps us better understand our salvation. 
In the Second reading, Saint Paul tells us that when the fullness of time arrived God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law.  The Scriptures tell us that Jesus didn’t just suddenly drop down from Heaven.  He was born and he grew up just like all of us.  He took on our human nature through Mary.  Anyone who wants to study devotion to Mary should begin by reading the Bible.  There, in the story of the life, death and resurrection of Christ, we find all that we need to know about the Virgin Mary’s role in God’s plan of salvation.  It’s in the Bible where we can see how Mary was elevated to the dignity of being the Mother of God.  And anyone can read where Jesus said: “Here is your Mother” when he was hanging on the cross.  And in that simple way, The Lord gave us the privilege of calling the Virgin Mary, our Mother. 

We can’t really call ourselves Christians, if we reject the Virgin Mary.  In spite of what some people say who would like to separate us from the Blessed Mother; devotion to Mary can’t separate a Christian from Jesus Christ.  On the contrary, it always brings us closer to Him.  The shortest and easiest road to Jesus is through Mary.
