We usually expect that those who have had a particular problem will be sympathetic towards others who are going through the same thing.  

But the servant in the gospel had no sympathy for the man who owed him money - even though he had just been forgiven-for a way bigger debt.  The people in the parable thought that what he did was terrible and I think that most of us do too.  We might even be thinking that he got exactly what he deserved.
And that’s the trap set by this parable, because, then, we would be acting just like he did.  Who is he, except a character in a story with a fictional debt; and who are we, except real sinners who have been forgiven by God from a real debt; our sins? 

How many times have we, even though we have been forgiven for our sins, refused to forgive others, or borne grudges or tried to get away with things ourselves while not forgiving others?
And how many times have we heard ‘Try to forgive and forget, you’ve got to move on, and Don’t Let This Thing Keep Poisoning Your Life’.  
The readings today tell us that forgiveness is possible, NOT By Forgetting The Past, but by remembering it, and by remembering our present situation, and by remembering that we will all be judged the same way that we have judged others.
If popular wisdom says ‘Forgive and Forget’, biblical wisdom says: ‘Remember, and Learn To Forgive’.  

The wicked servant’s friends were amazed that he could So-
-Quickly Forget The Mercy He Had Received.  IF we find it hard to forgive somebody, then we can begin by Remembering The Times We Have Been Forgiven.  
It’s a case of remembering and that’s how we learn What Forgiveness Means.  

Those who believe in Jesus are supposed to be peacemakers and examples of forgiveness in the world.  But forgiveness is not an easy thing to do and sometimes it can even seem to be impossible.  No matter how much willpower we may think we have, sometimes we can’t even Force Ourselves to forgive.  
In the end, forgiveness is really a gift from God.  
Like they say: ‘To Err Is Human, To Forgive Is Divine’.  

So, maybe it’s not so much something we actually ‘do’, but something we ‘receive’, it’s a gift from the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes though, we can refuse to accept God’s gifts.  Most of the time we can find all kinds of ways to justify the way we feel.  
How many of us tell ourselves that we have a perfect right to be angry or hold a grudge?  Or we convince ourselves that he or she is a real jerk and doesn’t deserve to be forgiven?  Then we continue to nurture our feelings, sometimes for the rest of our lives.
Before we can receive a gift from God, first, we have to realize that we need it, then we have to ask for it with a sincere heart.

So, remember that God is the only one who has a right to hold a grudge, and then, when you ask to be forgiven, don’t forget to ask Him for the gift to forgive those who have hurt you.
