Heaven is an intriguing question.  The finest minds have pondered it.  A great fourteenth century theologian, had the opinion that the perfect human, and therefore the perfect inhabitant of heaven, would be a six foot-tall, 180-pound male.  I don’t know about you, but that leaves me a couple inches short of Paradise.

See how silly things get when you ask the wrong questions.  Our question is very simple; it has nothing to do with seven husbands, or the perfect person.  The real question behind the question is: when we die is that it?  Are we as dead as we seem, or are we still somehow alive?

It is a simple true or false question.  If we don’t resurrect we might as well get all we can out of this world.  But, on the other hand, if we do resurrect there can be the temptation to ignore this passing world for the next, better one.  This was a real problem for the first generation of Christians.  They were so eager for Christ’s coming that they quit working and just sat around and waited.  

Today we have more subtle ways of escaping this world.  We simply ignore our responsibilities to others in areas like justice, politics, culture and economics.  We neglect our responsibilities to future generations by squandering our resources and not handing on our faith and our values.  

One reason why many youth don’t listen to adults today is because so many of us have so little to say.  Whether the topic is peace, lying, sex or curfew, our own values are so confused that we end up letting our children stumble through their problems by themselves.  This is one of the biggest Sins of our generation – that the next generation has so little in the way of values and beliefs to grow into.  It is our responsibility to give them some solid principles and guidelines to go by.  We have 2000 years of Christianity to refer to, learn from, and build on, but if we don’t do it, what can we expect from them?  

We are a little off the topic but not really that far.  Resurrection is a wake-up call to life – not just life after death, but always, and especially now.  

It is always tempting to pine for the past and long for the future, but that is neither healthy or Christian.  

We do need to keep in contact with our past and future – that is what makes us who we are.  Without a history our lives would be disconnected and our future goals would only be shots in the dark.  

But once we are aware of where we have come from and where we are going, it is necessary to live in the present.  The only reality, the only moment we have any control over is right now.  We should try to make our past and future focus on the present moment.  Otherwise, life has a way of just passing us by.

Our God is a God of the living.  He is always found in the present moment.  He said “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  Not “I was” or “I will be.”  His Son came to give us life and our job is to live it NOW if we want to be in union with Him.
