Most of us like to reminisce about our childhood.  We like to look back on those carefree times, when we felt so secure and didn’t have a bunch of responsibilities weighing us down.  Though we may not have realized it then, its easy to see now that it was our mother’s loving care that made us so happy and secure.  Deep down in our hearts we have an affection for our mother that nothing can take away.

On this feast, just before Christmas, we read the gospel story of the annunciation which describes the way God prepared a worthy dwelling place for his Son to come among us.  Motherhood was far from Mary's mind when the Angel Gabriel appeared to her and announced that she was to conceive and bear a Son and name him Jesus.  She couldn’t imagine why an ordinary girl, destined for a common life, should enjoy such special favor.  Even so, she humbly submitted to God and accepted what she did not understand.  This was the most important decision that ever touched the human race because at that moment Jesus Christ became one of us.  God made man came into our world and overcame the darkness that began with the sin of Adam and Eve.  Through Mary's freely given 'Yes' God's plan was fully realized.  She had nothing to offer but herself.  Yet from her humanity she bore the Savior who overcame sin and death.

Mary is the finest example of what it means to be a disciple walking here and now in the footsteps of Christ.  She is everything God wants us to be; a beautiful person unscarred by sin and made in the image and likeness of her creator.  God invites each one of us to continue Mary's 'Yes' by welcoming Jesus and making room for him in our lives.  She is an example of what God can accomplish within us if we allow ourselves to be molded by his hands, because what God wills for Mary he also wills for us.

As we struggle with our own sinfulness and find ourselves in situations where we   might not  find it  so easy to say 'Yes' to the Lord, Mary is in a unique position to help.  Mary is our spiritual mother, someone we can always turn to in our troubles.  With a motherly love she guides and encourages us to walk in the way of Christ.  On this feast day, we ask Mary to share her favor with us and make our hearts a worthy resting place for her Son.

