In today’s Gospel Jesus reminds us to practice humility.  When he sees the guests jockeying for Positions Of Honor at the banquet, He Talks About An Invitation To An Even Greater Banquet - The Eternal Banquet In Heaven.

Humility isn’t very popular these days.  It seems that what matters most today is fame, fortune and power - and those who are aggressive enough to get the most are the ones who are honored the most.  It’s survival of the fittest and humility is seen as a negative thing.  In fact it’s usually thought of As A Sign Of Weakness -But That’s Not What It Is At All.  Humility is an effort to try and see ourselves as God sees us.  It’s taking an honest look at ourselves / Realizing That 
We Are What We Are before God and nothing more.  
It’s acknowledging that our talents - and all that we have for that matter - come from God who has seen fit to bless us with whatever we have.  
We’re used to seeing our gifts as our own, without realizing that They Are Meant To Be Used For His Purposes –

-not just to get whatever we want.  The truth is that We Are All Vessels Of Clay and We All Have A Lot To Be Humble About.  In one sense We Are Just Dust And Ashes.  
But God gave our worthless dust eternal value by turning it into his own image and likeness.  Our lives only have real value when we understand them in our relationship to God.  If we want to be true to ourselves and God, we need to practice humility.  It’s a key that can even open the gates of heaven for us.

False Pride is a dead-end road.  False pride makes us so full of ourselves that there’s no room left for anyone else in our lives  including God.  
The reason I say ‘false pride’ is because there is a good pride and a false pride.  The Lord doesn’t want us to feel bad about ourselves.  The kind of pride He condemns is when we compare ourselves with other people.  
When we say to ourselves that we have more money, or a better job, or are more talented than someone else.  Other people then Become Objects rather than People.  Either stepping stones or obstacles in our quest to be better than they are.  

St Paul, said he does not compare himself with anyone else but himself.  If you’re doing better today than yesterday, then you can be proud of that.  If you’re becoming a better person or closer to God on your journey every day, you can proud of that.  Otherwise, when we compare ourselves with other people, people just become another puppet along with ourselves in our little puppet show.  It distorts reality and it actually has a way of making us prisoners of ourselves.

In God’s eyes the proud have a very low place because He rejects the proud and raises-up the humble for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled and everyone who humbles himself will be exalted.
