Everybody knows that the world today is in pretty sad shape.  It’s easy to complain about it - but all that does is make things worse.  What we really need is a way to make this world a better place instead of just complaining about it.  

Jesus lived in a troubled world too.  In a lot of ways it was a lot worse than the one we are living in.  Justice was a joke; the leaders could have you thrown in prison if you dared to criticize them, and then have you executed in the middle of the night, like they did to John the Baptist.  Roman soldiers brutalized all the people they had conquered while the Roman citizens ignored what was going on, probably not much different than people do today.  

Into all of this God sent his Son to give us the grace to turn our world into what God wanted it to be when first He created it.  And the way Jesus decided to do that is one person at a time.  The way he did it was to make us responsible.  

Our first responsibility is to do my best to try to make something good out of me.  Jesus makes it clear that we are also responsible for the needs of others.  Just about all of His teachings are about love for our neighbor.  

So, how can we expect a better world unless we first expect a better me?  Society is made up of ‘individuals’.  If we live in a corrupt society – the best way we can start cleaning it up is by starting with ourselves.  Jesus said: we have to take the beam out of our own eye before we can take the speck out of our neighbors eye.

There’s a whole lot of  problems in our world.  Politics, business, the legal system; the poor keep-on getting poorer and the rich keep getting richer.  But all of this is really the sum total of the individual acts of the people who make up the society. A lot of people blame society for causing personal sin.  

But Society doesn’t have any problems that aren’t caused by the individuals who make up the society.  
I believe that because that’s the way Jesus saw it; and that’s the way that He challenges us to live in order to change the world around us.  

The whole thing starts with Original Sin, which puts individual people at the source of all the problems in the world.  

Jesus said: “Repent for the Kingdom of God has come near” A better world begins when we begin to change our own lives. 

The call of the twelve apostles is not just a call that was-

-given to twelve Jewish men over 2,000 years ago.  We have all been called by God, today, to the very same mission – 
To Change The World by first changing our own lives.

