Have you ever noticed that looking forward to something is usually a lot better than the thing itself ?  

We all plan for our future, our vacations, Christmas, Thanksgiving, our retirement and so on.  When we’re planning, we imagine that we have thought of everything.  But then when reality comes along it’s usually an entirely different story.  

The future is almost totally unpredictable and it can make demands on us that we never expected.  It can also draw an inner-strength out of us that we never thought we had. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus went to a synagogue on the Sabbath day.  The people probably liked to hear about a Savior that would come to bring good news to the poor… to proclaim liberty to captives… to give sight to the blind and to let the oppressed go free… 
That is, if it is someday in the future.  It was something nice to look forward to but they didn’t like it when Jesus said, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  They didn’t like it because Jesus was saying that what you hope for is not in the future - It’s already here.  And they ended up trying to throw him off a cliff for that.
We all want God to come someday and give us a perfect world.  But sometimes we forget that God is already here.  Today, and every day, is God’s day.  We’ll never find Him if we just dream about the day he will come and set everything right.  
He didn’t set everything right for his apostles, or his mother or himself.  He was there in all the bad times as well as the good times.  
If we want to find Him, we have to realize that He is always here in the present moment whether we just won the Lottery or have just lost a loved one.  
We can’t always control the situations we find ourselves in.  But if we can learn to understand that God’s grace is in every moment and every situation in life, the road we have to travel can be a lot easier.

The most common way to pray is to ask God to take away all our troubles and give us a pain-free world.  But God wants us to accept the reality of his presence in this world the way it is - today.  He’s here in the good times and the bad times.
When we pray, sometimes words tend to get in the way.  Just being still without thinking about yesterday or tomorrow can help us to be in the present moment.  If we do, this is where we will find The Lord right here and now rather than some future happiness that we only hope for.
