Everything else paled when Elisha was anointed by Elijah.  He left all for the call.  The commitment became his life.  The promise was all he would keep of himself.  

We do not easily make commitments.  Still less easily do we keep them.  This is true of any time and nation.  And yet it is particularly true of us.  These days, it is difficult for a person to keep a promise fifty hours, much less fifty years.  

And so we avoid commitments or postpone promises.  "I will be your follower wherever you may go." But it will have to wait.  I have other things to do, jobs to accomplish, plans to realize.  "Let me bury my father first.  .  .  .  Let me return to what I cherish." I am not ready to give it all away.  

It is often presumed that freedom is a state of being loose and unattached.  Some people go so far as to think they lose their freedom when they commit themselves.  Freedom is construed as giving in to any immediate desire and impulse.  And yet such a notion of freedom—"giving free rein to the flesh," Paul calls it—is slavery.  We only begin to be free when we start the process of self-definition called commitment.  And our freedom is only realized when we give ourselves away in love.  Our commitments, ultimately, are our homeland, our nests, our lairs.  They are where we reside, where we center our being.  

Such a prospect is awesome: that our fundamental task and responsibility is to commit in love.  This is why, like the Galatians, we might be frightened by such liberty.  Comfort and escape, as well as other cravings of the flesh, entice us when we confront freedom's awesome implications.

Perhaps the only lasting things we humans make in this world are our promises, our commitments.  Perhaps, too, our promises are the only parts of us that we ultimately keep.  Without such making and keeping, it could be possible that we die having never fully lived.  But when we make bold to respond to the vocation of our humanity, that call to loving commitment given us by God and nurtured by Christ's Spirit, we partake in the very life of our Creator.  

"It was for liberty that Christ freed us.  So stand firm, and do not take upon yourselves the yoke of slavery a second time." 

