Today Jesus gives us another teaching about prayer.  Last week, we had a widow and a judge; this week, we have a Pharisee and a tax collector.

The Pharisees do get bad press in the Gospels but a lot of them were really good people.  Their biggest problem was that so many of them knew it!  They saw how their lives of prayer, fasting and almsgiving set them apart from other people - and some of them were tempted to see it as making them better than other people.

Some of them thought the rules, that helped them to live righteous lives, were An End In Themselves.  They forgot that God was actually the beginning and the end of all their prayer, fasting and almsgiving – and they tended to become puffed-up with pride.  They had what my mother used to call A: ‘Holier Than Thou’ attitude.
The Pharisee in the Gospel was like this:  He saw himself and God at the center of the Temple - and the tax collector as almost trespassing on his personal prayer-space.

The tax-collector did help the Pharisee to focus his prayer but the focus wasn’t on God, instead it was on what he does for God.  There was a litany of “I do this’...and, ‘ I do that...” all under the pretense of a prayer of thanksgiving!

But the tax-collector knows he can’t do anything for God.  He knows he is a sinner and stands off in the distance.  He knew that he can’t say or do anything to impress God.  
He had nothing to offer - he could only ask for mercy.

Jesus said that he was the one who was acceptable to God -The Pharisee only thought that he was.

Luke is The Gospel-Writer who is best known for standing up for the poor, the outcast, and for women.  This story is a story meant to bring consolation to those who couldn’t follow all the hardships of The Jewish Laws.

St Luke is showing us that Jesus values the prayer of those who feel like they are not worthy to pray just as much as, if not more than, those who pray every day.  Those who feel like all they can offer god is: a humble and contrite heart.
