The Gospel today is talking about charity.  The people asked John What they should do To Prepare For The Lord.  He answered by saying that they should share what they have with those in need.  He told them: Whoever has two cloaks should Share With Whoever Has None.  And whoever has Food, Should Do The Same.

One of the most important things that we can do To Prepare For The Lord, is to have a generous heart.  And we should be Poor In-Spirit, even when We Have More Than What We Need to get by.

John also tells us that we should be honest and not try to take advantage of others.  And he says that even if someone is trying to take advantage of us, and even when people think we are fools, we should still share, not let ourselves get discouraged and always be willing to help others.

In the Second Reading, St Paul tells The Philippians that they should always be joyful in the Lord by telling them to “Rejoice!”  that’s good advice for us too.  Not only now when we’re preparing for Christmas, but always.  Because Scripture says that the joy of the Lord is our strength.  
In the Acts of the Apostles it says that Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into prison and they still Spent The Night In The Joy Of The Lord by singing hymns.  The scriptures are full of these kinds of examples.  Whether in good times or bad they had the joy of the Lord to support them.  And We should always seek to have the Joy of The Lord in our hearts too.  
We should especially have this joy now, when we’re thinking about the holidays and the coming of Christ.  Advent is a time when the Church especially urges us to be joyful in the Lord and Share The Joy And The Love Of Christ, wherever we are.

St Paul said that, more than just being joyful, we should be benevolent.  In other words, we should be understanding and compassionate.  
Those words might surprise us if we take into account the fact that they were written when Paul was in prison, probably in Rome, waiting to be executed for preaching the Gospel.  In spite of that, he told them not to worry, that they should pray to God; full of gratitude for their faith and for having found Jesus Christ. / How often do we forget about the things that really matter when we are upset about the little things that are here today and gone tomorrow?  We should always remember to give thanks for the gifts God has given us, even when / & esp when were upset / have probs
The First Reading is from the Prophet Zephaniah.  Seventy years had passed since the death of the Prophet Isaiah.  And in all that time, God had not sent a prophet to his people.  He was disappointed with them because they didn’t listen to Isaiah.  
Zephaniah told the people that, Even Though God has punished them - their sentence has been canceled and their enemies had been overcome.  He said, “Sing joyfully! Be glad and exult with all your heart!”  
Here we see that, even though The Lord is angry with us at times, he will always show us his great mercy whenever we repent and ask Him to forgive us.

Let’s always try to remember, but especially during this week, what John has taught us: practice charity and justice, be prepared and, above all, share what you have with others.
