The parable of the prodigal son is one of the most beloved stories in the whole Bible.  The father in the parable shows us the love and mercy of God.  The father not only welcomes his son home again but celebrates his return with great joy.

The hunger and sorrow that the prodigal son suffered shows the emptiness and pain we feel when we are separated from God.  But that’s not always a bad thing because it can cause us to re-think what we are doing and return to God.
And, like the father in the parable, God is always waiting for us to come back home.  He will always run to us and forgive us and welcome us back with open arms.
The robe, ring, sandals and celebration are all symbols that Jesus uses to explain our re-union with God.  Adam and Eve realized they were naked when they were expelled from The Garden of Eden.  But, the prodigal son is dressed with the finest robe when he comes home to his father’s house.  

In the Bible, a ring is a symbol of union, love, and commitment.  Just like in marriage, when a man and a woman are joined together - and they become ‘one’; - saving grace joins us to God and we become ‘one’ with Him.
In Jesus’ time, slaves and servants never wore sandals.  Only family members wore sandals.  
When the prodigal son was given sandals it shows that he is not a slave to sin anymore but a free son of his father.  
The celebration took place because of the great joy that the father had when his son came home.  Just like Jesus said: all heaven rejoices when even one sinner repents.
God’s love is far greater than our ability to love.  He can forgive what we might think is unforgivable.  
His Love and mercy can satisfy even the most restless and empty heart.  
But there are still those who refuse His love and choose to stay away from the Father’s house.  

Still, God patiently waits for, and seeks out, the conversion of each and every person.  He does everything He can to save us.  But, He always respects our freedom.  
We are always free to accept or reject His invitation.

But when we turn from our sins and humbly accept His forgiveness; 
He dresses us in the finest robe, a beautiful ring and sandals for our feet.  
And we find the joy and peace that we are all searching for because we know that we have finally found our true home.
