In today’s Gospel it says “The People Were Astonished At His Teaching, For He Taught Them As One Having Authority And Not As The Scribes.”
People aren’t impressed with authority today.  They don’t trust somebody just because they happen to Play A Certain Role.  Whether it’s the police, doctors, politicians, teachers or the clergy.

People question everything today.  That’s because people in authority abuse their power.
But what about Jesus and the way he exercised authority?  He is the Son of God; the One with all the power in Heaven and earth.  So how did He exercise His authority?  Well, He did it with compassion and mercy.
He could have controlled everything - but he didn’t.  He could have destroyed the evil spirits but he just rebuked them.  He could have called armies of angels to defend him but he didn’t.  
Instead he let himself be arrested, tortured and put to death.

It’s what Jesus Doesn’t Do that’s more amazing than what he does.  You notice that It Wasn’t casting out the evil spirit in today’s Gospel that astonished the people the most, it was his teaching - his words. 
Jesus is the prophet that Moses talked about in the first reading who would speak the words That God put in his mouth.  And these words are words of love, mercy and salvation.

Jesus was always kind to the ordinary people.  He Didn’t Threaten Them or Yell At Them or even Get Angry.  His message was Blessed are the poor; Love your neighbor; And pray for your enemies.  And his message was even more powerful because he Had All The Power And Authority That Will Ever Exist – but he didn’t use it.

That’s real authority; the authority of God himself.-          -The One who respects us more than we respect ourselves.   The One Who Even Gave His Life For Us.

We may not trust the authority figures in the world today, but we have to admit that all of us have authority; whether it’s as a parent, a grandparent, or where we work.  And we can be guilty, in many ways, of the same kind of things we accuse other people of.
So, we should take Jesus for an example of How To Exercise Our Authority.  We can teach our children like He would.  Treat our family members like he would.  And treat people at work the way he would.  
We should treat Everyone Who We Have Power Over, just like he would.

If we did this, the world would sure be a better place to live.  We could actually wake-up one day and find that we played a bigger part than we ever realized in -
· Building-Up The Kingdom Of God Here On Earth.
