When we read this gospel we can shake our heads and wonder how the people of Nazareth could have treated Jesus that way.  But, when we do this, we’re missing the point of the story.  We don’t see that we can be guilty of the same thing every day.

I know we have all heard the old story about the man in the flood who prayed for God to save him.  Then a truck came by and asked him if he wanted a lift.  He said ‘no thanks, God is going to save me’.  Then he did the same thing when a boat and a helicopter came by. Then, of course, he drowned.  When he got to heaven he asked God: ‘why didn’t you save me?’  God said: ‘I sent a truck and a boat and a helicopter, What else would you have me do?’

You know, when it comes to everyday living, it’s easy to forget that the people around us are a big part of God’s presence among us.  The most common way for God to communicate with us is through other people.  He speaks and acts ‘in’ and ‘through’ them everyday.  
We’re acting like the people of Nazareth when we turn our backs on what you might call our local prophets.  The problem about God and Nazareth was that He came to them as a local, and the town couldn’t deal with that.  
The truth was staring them in the face but their own preconceived ideas got in their way.  Jesus’ family was too well known and they thought that because he was a local that he had nothing to offer.  After all, he was only one of them.  Right? 

Life is about searching for God but a lot of people go looking for him in all the wrong places.  They think He must be far away and hard to find.  It’s easy to forget that God is everywhere and we don’t have to go looking for Him on a pilgrimage or at a shrine halfway around the world.  He is able to communicate with us right here and now.  And He usually does it through those who are closest to us.  Our family and friends and neighbors.  
God is found in the ordinary things of everyday life and He speaks to us more often than we think.  If we only had ears to hear.  He’s not far away and He is not limited by the way we think He should act.  He can be found in every moment, every person and every place that comes our way.  The trouble with us is because we see so much of each other, we only see the faults and don’t really see the gifts we all have.  We become a community full of critics and nay-sayers when we let ourselves be blinded by our own preconceived ideas.  If we can put a negative spin on something we don’t usually miss the chance.

Even when we sit in church surrounded by familiar people and ordinary bread and wine; it can be easy to miss what Jesus is saying and doing through them.  

This gospel is asking us to open our eyes to all the good things he has put right here on our table.  So, let’s try to show some appreciation today, and every day, for all the blessings God has given us.
