In today’s Gospel there’s two different approaches to Jesus.  The first is to try to use him for their own agenda: They asked permission to “call down fire from heaven” on some people who treated them wrong.  They wanted revenge but Jesus rebuked them. 

The second approach is just the opposite: Rather than trying to use Jesus for our own agenda, it realizes that he already has one – and that our job is to conform into his agenda.  A man wanted to follow him - but wanted to bury his father first.  In Jesus’ day the duty of honoring your parents was one of the foundations of the society.  We can see that in the first reading today.  Elisha couldn’t follow Elijah until he had received his parents’ blessing.  They believed that to start out on a new career without having the parents blessing, first, would be a disaster. 

But, Jesus shines a whole new light on the picture.  Jesus said the man who wanted to say good-bye to his parents is not “fit for the kingdom of God.”  He can say this because the kingdom is not just a cause, but a person, the Lord himself.  And that’s why his agenda has to come first, even ahead of the most noble duty.  

When the Holy Father was in Switzerland a while ago he pointed this out to the youth.  He said: Christianity is not just a book of culture or an ideology, nor is it merely a system of values or principles, however lofty they may be.  Christianity is a person, a presence, a face: Jesus, who gives meaning and fullness to human life.

Most people tend to see Christianity as a set of rules and obligations.  It’s full of ‘should’ do’s, ‘ought’ to do’s, and ‘have’ to do’s.  Those things are important and sometimes they can seem to be the most important thing about our lives.  But, the truth is that most of us don’t really get as far as we should in becoming the kind of person we know we ought to be.  And even if we did, we could fall into a much worse trap – thinking that being a “good person” or living a “good life” is our goal.  But it’s not.  

Before anything else, Christianity is a person, Jesus Christ.  In Matthew’s gospel Jesus said: “Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”

Our goal is to do our best to understand his agenda and make it our own.  Above all, it’s to recognize him as the one Person who can make an absolute claim on us.
