The scriptures today, tell us that if we want to follow Christ, then we have to forgive and even love those who do us wrong.

In the first reading, Saul wanted to kill David for no reason other than he was jealous of him.  Saul took his elite troops and hunted David down in the desert.  But instead - it’s David who gains the upper hand on Saul.  But he didn’t take revenge when he had the chance.  And when Saul found-out that David had spared his life, he asked David to forgive him and he wept because of how he had treated David.  This is a perfect example of how mercy and compassion can win over power and greed.

Today's Gospel asks us to do the opposite of what most of us want to do.  The idea of ‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’ almost seems to be part of human nature.  But Jesus says: Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, Pray for those who mistreat you, Give to everyone who asks. Do good to your enemies, give without expecting anything in return. Be merciful as your Father is merciful.  Forgive and you will be forgiven.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.

It’s not easy to be a Christian and do all the things the Gospel tells us to do.

This is a true story.  A few years ago, in Saint Louis, a couple lost their daughter - who was in college. The girl was young and had her whole life ahead of her and she was murdered.  The man who did it was caught, tried and found guilty.  The parents of the girl were Christians and they forgave the man.  They also pleaded with the judge That He not receive the death penalty.  If you ask me, this is another perfect example of what it means to love your enemies.

I hope that none of us will ever be put into the position where we  have to forgive someone who has murdered a loved one, or anything like that.  But we all have a lot of small opportunities every day to be kind to everyone we meet  -  in our homes and family, at work or school or wherever we may be.

Jesus’ basic rule of "Forgive and you will be forgiven" is a contract we make with Our Father every time we pray, "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us".

We receive whatever we give to others.   When we show mercy and compassion to others, God will have mercy on us.   When we are generous with others God is generous with us.

To be a Christian means to accept that every human being is loved by God.  Every human being deserves dignity and respect.  We need to be willing to listen, to offer a word of hope, and we need to be willing to forgive.
