Today’s gospel is a good lesson in understanding other Christians and ourselves.  The apostles wanted to stop someone from using Jesus’ name, because he wasn’t part of their own group.  But Jesus is very clear about letting him be.  He said that: ‘Whoever is not against us is for us’.  St. Paul even took this attitude a step further.  
When he was in prison some people were preaching Jesus just to make trouble for him.  But his response in his letter to the Philippians was: ‘They preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.  But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice’.

Like Jesus said in today’s Gospel: whoever is not against us is for us.

The amazing thing is that Christians from the past never seemed to pay much attention to these scriptures.  There’s been a lot of misery and suffering throughout Christian history because of the same attitude the apostles had - and Jesus corrected - in today’s Gospel.  Fighting and jealousy have never done anything but harm to Christianity and was certainly never inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
But, on the other hand, just because we tolerate different opinions about Christianity, it doesn’t mean we throw our own faith and traditions out the window.  It doesn’t mean that everything is relative and one way is just as good as any other or that we are free to believe anything we want and still call ourselves Catholics.  As Catholics we believe that the fullness of truth is found in the Catholic church.   
What it does mean is that we don’t forget the foundations of our Christian faith.  And that is to love God and our neighbor and try, as best we can, to show that love in our lives.  Like Jesus said: ‘this is how they will know you are my disciples, that you love one another.’  If we claim to be Christians and are not motivated by love, we have lost the very reason to be Christians in the first place.

I don’t think that anyone doubts that Mother Teresa was a good Catholic.  Still, she spent most of her time tending to the needs of Muslims and Hindus and some Christians criticized her for doing that.  
But for Mother Teresa, love was the only goal and the only requirement for her help was the need to have it.
