A priest friend of mine told me about a seminarian who had written him a letter saying that all he wanted to do was to live the gospel wholeheartedly. - But his biggest barrier was the people around him were telling him not to get carried away.  
It reminded me of when I read the Gospels, seriously, for the first time.  I suddenly realized that these were God’s own words being revealed to me, personally, and I was so excited that I started to tell everyone I met about it.  Well, it wasn’t long before I ran into the same kind of problem.  The more reasonable people in my life started to get a little worried about me and told me not to get too carried away.  After all, they said: we don’t want you to over do it, much less cause trouble.

But that’s what the Gospels are supposed to do.  They’re supposed to start fires in us.  They’re supposed to cause trouble.  The Gospels are a pain in the neck to the Reasonable-

-and Easy Going people of this world.  They are a greater threat to the ways of this world than Jeremiah was to those princes who wanted him put to death  for upsetting the army and the people. 

You know most of the time we tend to Just Think Of Jesus As- Pious, And Nice And Loving, but never a troublemaker or--a hothead.  But he said:  “I have come to light a fire on the earth.  How I wish it were already kindled.  .  .  .  Do you think I have come to establish peace on the earth? [No]; I have come for division.”  
Now, we know that this is not the whole story.  After all, he is called The Prince of Peace, and he promised us a peace that “the world cannot give.” 

As for causing division, why would his prayer be that we would be completely one in him  and each other?  Besides, the Gospels are based on The Love Of God and one another.  
The problem is that The love and unity Christ offers are at odds with the counterfeits the world offers.  If Christ’s peace takes hold of us, it gives us a passion that can’t help but make us a threat to the status-quo, especially if we can’t be intimidated. 

 His Unity is rejected by any person or culture based on worldly values.  His peace does not come cheap.  In fact, when it comes to following Christ, even families can be divided.  The command to love creates conflict - both with others and within our own hearts.

Peace and unity will come, not by watering-down the faith or declaring a false peace with iniquity, but by focusing our attention on The One Who Kindled Love in the first place.

